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Gleniti Baptist Church in Timaru was one of four community-based organisations announced on Friday as 
the first in New Zealand to sponsor refugees planned to arrive by June 2018. 

It would be joined by churches in Christchurch, Nelson and Wellington, in becoming approved sponsors 
for a total of 25 refugees to be resettled from Jordan and Lebanon. 

The churches would help refugees to settle into their communities through the services they 
would provide, including furnished housing, helping them navigate their new community and the 
essential services they required (such as enrolling with doctors and schools), English language classes, 
and support towards paid employment and self-sufficiency, Lees-Galloway said. 

The refugees would participate in a tailored two-week reception programme at the Mangere Refugee 
Resettlement Centre, prior to settling in the communities with the settlement support provided by their 
approved community organisation sponsors.  Two refugees are due to arrive in Timaru mid July. 

South Canterbury to get refugees under pilot scheme 
January 26 2018 - Stuff.co.nz 
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OUR MISSION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We exist to nurture, empower and 
equip a community of Jesus 
followers, to be living signposts 
pointing those around us to Jesus 
Christ, the source of eternal life. 

 
OUR PURPOSE 

 
1)  To proclaim the Gospel of   
     Jesus Christ. 
 

2)  To provide instruction in the    
     Word of God and its       
     implications on daily life. 
 

3)  To encourage members to  
     assemble regularly for worship. 
 

4)  To express the love of God to    
     the community through   
     ministries of the church    
     including the provision of   
     practical care. 
 

5)  To engage in the task of  
     mission both in New Zealand  
     and overseas 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
 
- 58 Gleniti Road,  
        Timaru 7910 

 

À   9:00AM – 12:00PM        

        Tuesday & Friday 
             

' 03 686 2829 
 

+  gleniti.baptist@xtra.co.nz 
 

:   www.glenitibaptist.org.nz 

 
ALL AGE WORSHIP 

 
10AM SUNDAY 

 
GLENITI BAPTIST CHURCH 

58 Gleniti Road, Timaru 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 

 

 
‘Connecting You With Life’ 

 

 With Mark Pavelka 

 

The words that God spoke to Isaiah the 
prophet 2500 years ago are incredibly 
relevant for us today:  

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will 
not grow tired or weary, and His 
understanding no one can fathom. He 
gives strength to the weary and increases 
the power of the weak. Even youths grow 
tired and weary, and young men stumble 
and fall; but those who hope in the LORD 
will renew their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.”  

My prayer as we enter the first quarter of 
2018 is that this year will be the year 
that many people find that God is 
sufficient for any need that they have and 
that He will use the Gleniti Baptist Church 
family to be His agents of hope for many 
in our city.  

There is Hope  

In a country of such abundance and our 
“she’ll be right” laid back attitude, how is it 
that we have one of the highest youth 
suicide rates in the OECD? It has been 
observed by a retiring court judge that 
there exists a “poverty of hope” in New 
Zealand. Hope can be defined as having 
“grounds for believing that something 
good may happen”.  

We live in one of the most desirable 
countries in the world, yet many New 
Zealanders are being starved of hope. 
What is going on? Have we set the bar too 
high for our desired living standards? Has 
the pressure to perform become too great? 
Have our families become too fractured to 
provide the positive start in life that we all 
need? One thing is for sure, there are 
more questions than answers.  

However, one of the casualties of our 
headlong charge to abandon the moorings 
of our heritage is our loss of hope in a God 
who has proven Himself faithful to many 
millions of people around the world and 
throughout human history.  
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In Marton after a bad experience and with a crushed spirit I 
went walking around Marton speaking in tongues.  I came 
home, went to bed then woke up in the early hours of the 
morning to see the Spirit of God standing in my bedroom.  
He didn’t say anything but I wasn’t in a place in myself to 
hear anything or anyone.  But afterward I realized that He 
was showing me He cared, and that He was always with 
me.  I’ve never forgotten this experience. 
 
I’ve been on my own ever since.  A year after Tom’s death 
I decided to do something for myself so I went to Faith 
Bible College in Tauranga for a year.  I did a ten-week stint 
in the community at a place called Mercy Missions where 
we took food out to poor families, I enjoyed that very 
much.  During the last week of the course we had visiting 
speakers and they moved in the prophetic and prayed for 
everyone in the class before we left at the end of the year.  
The word from God through them, I was to attend to my 
family.  Because my two daughters already knew God, I 
came home to Timaru.  I joined the Elim church here under 
Ash and Chris Murdoch.  While I was in Elim I went through 
another baptism and Kent Galpin had a word from God, “He 
was building a stronger foundation in my life because of all 
the brokenness that was there and it would be His work 
and I would see it come to pass.”  From that time on my 
life started to be freer and more level.  God has done a lot 
of work in me and through Scripture kept showing me His 
work and encouraging me on.  My favourite passage is 
Psalm 91 and my favourite hymn is by Fanny Crosby, “He 
hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock”. 
 
Psalm 91:1-2 
He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; 
My God, in Him I will trust.” 
 
He Hideth My Soul – Frances J. Crosby 

1. A wonderful Saviour is Jesus my Lord, 
A wonderful Saviour to me; 
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, 
Where rivers of pleasure I see. 

Refrain: 
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, 
That shadows a dry, thirsty land; 
He hideth my life in the depths of His love, 
And covers me there with His hand, 
And covers me there with His hand. 

 

With Margaret Cheevers 

     

My first encounter with a church service was through my 
friend Dawn who lived just up the road from me and both 
of our husbands worked for the Horowhenua Power Board. 
We lived in Paraparaumu on the Kapiti Coast and Dawn 
went to the Kapiti Christian Centre at the time.  She kept 
asking me to go to church with her until one day I said 
yes.  The assembly had a bus running for people who 
didn’t have cars.  On the Sunday I went it was like walking 
into a wall of love - I felt accepted - I had never 
experienced that before.   
 
A woman from the church came to visit me one day and 
told me I needed to accept Jesus into my life and took me 
through the sinner’s prayer.  I saw a wall of blue when I 
closed my eyes.  A while after that our Pastor Tom 
Marshall asked if there was anyone else who wanted to be 
baptised and I put my hand up.  A week before the 
Baptism Service I was in bed with the flu, and kept saying 
to God ‘please heal me because I don’t want to miss out’.  
I went into that pool with the flu and came out healed.  
One of the deacons who was in the pool, had a word of 
knowledge for me, “The Lord says you will find this walk 
hard, but I am with you, I am the Lord, I will never leave 
you or forsake you.”   
 
Years later I understood why that was said to me.  While 
growing up I was very emotional and very immature and 
found it hard to trust both God and people.  A year after 
my conversion my husband walked out on us and because 
he was classed as the tenant, the children and I had to 
move out of the house.  The assembly had a safe house so 
they allowed us to moved in there for 6 months.  It 
seemed to me that everything that could go wrong 
happened.  I moved four times until I finally settled.  
Before I left the Kapiti Coast I put in for a State house.  
From the Safe House I managed to rent a house on Kapiti 
Beach where I stayed for a year, then the man I was 
renting the house from had a motorbike accident and lost 
his job as caretaker so they had to move back into the 
house I was in.  So I ended up moving in with my 
daughter Brenda who lived in Porirua.  While I was with 
Brenda we attended the Open Brethren.  They were great 
people and very helpful.  Then a State house became 
available so I moved again with my son and young 
daughter further up the valley and continued to attend the 
Open Brethren. 
 
While I was on my own I spent a lot of time with the Lord 
just sitting in His presence.  One day I was sick in bed and 
was reading the Bible and a passage stood out to me 
which said, “Worship our God in high praise.”  I 
understood I was to go to a church with high praise, so I 
started going to the Assembly Of God (AOG) church in 
Porirua.  While I was attending the AOG I went through a 
lot of healing sessions, from my childhood and the grief of 
the breakup.  I met Tom Cheevers at the AOG and his wife 
Mary.  Mary was a prayer warrior but didn’t keep good 
health.  She died two years after I joined the church.  A 
year later I married Tom Cheevers.  We moved to Marton 
because two of Tom’s sons had mental problems and were 
in a safe house there and Tom wanted to be close to them.  
We joined the Elim church in Marton and were there for 
nine years.  Tom died in 1995. 
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You can be part of… 

 
Hebraic Roots Study Group 

7:00pm Sundays 
 

 
Prayer Group 

7:30pm Mondays 
 

 
Prayer for the Persecuted 

3:00pm 3rd Thursday of month 
 

 
Music Team 

7:00pm Thursdays 
 

 
Men’s Group 

7:30pm Fridays 
 

 
Bible Study Groups 

Available at various times and 
places throughout the week. 

 
 
 

 
Friendship Fridays 

9:45am - 12pm Friday 
2nd & 4th of Month 

 

A Happy Ever After Story 
 

An adventure to have, 
A quest to complete, 
A princess to save, 
A treasure to find, 
A wrong to right. 

 
Justice to seek, 
Mercy to obtain, 

Truth to discover, 
Good is triumphant, 
Evil is vanquished. 

 
So goes the story, 

Of a princess rescued by True Love, 
And a Prince on a white horse, 

Who takes his bride back to his kingdom, 
Sure hope has a happy ending. 

 
 

Treena Davis 
Copyright 21-01-2018 

 
Coast Walk 

 
Rythmic sounds of sea 

Soaking the shore 

Knocking of a hand 

On my heart door 

Riffling sea breeze 

Fresh on my face 

Breath of my life 

Calling me come 

Deep to deeper 

Free to free-er 
 
 

Treena Davis 
Copyright 27-08-2016 

 

Solitude 
 

A private space, 
The gift of solitude, 

Where time stands still. 
 

And resting in the eternal 
present, 

Kindness envelopes, 
Like a warm and cosy blanket. 

 
Peace like a river flows, 

From a heart larger, 
Than the universe. 

 
My soul like a land, 
Where angels tread, 

Their holy steps. 
 

And the mighty Spirit settles, 
Like a brooding dove, 

In her nest.  
 
 

Treena Davis 
Copyright 24-06-2009 

 

Hovering Over the Deep 
 

As early morning mist 
Hovers over the still waters 

Of a great river 
So God's Spirit 

Hovers over the deep waters 
Of a mans spirit 

Always moving, provoking 
Deep calling to deep. 

 
 

Treena Davis 
Copyright 17-07-1989 

 

 

Over the past three years we have knitted beanies for children at a low decile local 
school, knitted slippers for Samoan families who have moved to Timaru whose 
children feel the cold in winter.  We have also knitted, crocheted and cut up good 
woollen blankets and turned them into cot blankets, bassinet blankets and car 
seats. 
Some people bring their handwork with them and do colouring in, or cross-stitch. 
The idea of the morning is to have good fellowship, a hot drink and a laugh. There 
is no obligation to do anything but come. We welcome new faces. 
Join us starting on Friday February 9th. 
Denyse Taylor   
 

 

With Treena Davis 
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South Asia 
 

 

 

 
 

 South America 
 

 
Mark & Anne 

Involved in training and 
supporting Christian leaders. 
 

South East Asia 
 

 
Josh & Robyn 

 
Involved in learning the local 

language and culture. 
 
 
 

 
Mark & Anne 

 
Involved in training and 
supporting Christian leaders. 
 
 

Middle East 
 

                     
  

Hosting Israeli Travellers      Syrian Refugee Sponsor 

Lizzie & Joel 
 
Involved in freeing women trapped in 
prostitution. 

Ross & Cindy 
 
Involved in administration, teacher training 
and serving as a principal at two schools. 

Gary & Heather 
 
Invloved in Business Management and 
Technology Development 
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  With Bronwyn Davies 
It was about 13 years ago and I was doing the housework – 
dusting in fact, I heard God say I want you to train to be an 
early childhood teacher and you’ll work in a Christian 
preschool. I laughed and replied that’s ridiculous and 
anyway there isn’t a Christian preschool in Timaru. But the 
sense was so strong I found myself sitting down continuing 
to tell God how it couldn’t happen – the boys were too 
young, - Isaac was 3 and Jared was only 18 months, I 
didn’t have the time and I couldn’t be away from home to 
attend lectures. However, over the next few weeks the idea 
plagued me, day and night, in fact I was starting to feel 
really excited about the idea, my heart was being changed. 
Eventually, I contacted some of the educational providers 
and got them to send some information. Most would require 
me to attend two weekly block courses or to attend lectures 
in Christchurch each week, but there was one provider who 
didn’t, I could do most of the study from home and only 
attend weekend workshops a couple of times a year. It 
would mean full-time study for three years.  
 

James was keen to be a full-time dad and stay at home 
with the boys, but it would mean living on a student 
allowance, in those days it was $265 a week. The next 
hurdle was how we could afford the fees. I put to God that 
if he wanted me to do this he would have to come up with 
the money because I wasn’t prepared to put the family in 
financial jeopardy.  
However, one of the challenges with scholarships is that 
you needed to be enrolled in the course, which meant 
having paid all course fees. So I had to take a leap of faith 
and enroll, take out a student loan to cover the first year’s 
fees. I was awarded a 3 year scholarship that would pay all 
fees, and a large study grant that would be paid at the end 
of each year, if I passed all papers.   
 

Was it easy – no, there were lots of sacrifices that were 
made by James, Isaac, Jared. Financially we were barely 
making it. I was blessed with a bit of relief teaching at the 
Montessori preschool that Isaac was attending. In those 
days the student allowance wasn’t abated. So I could earn 
an additional $120 a week gross, not a cent more otherwise 
no student allowance that week, and of course secondary 
tax was paid on that. So often I would simply work for 
nothing. On the weeks when there was no relief work 
available it was a real struggle. I remember one Friday 
walking to work in tears, desperately praying to God 
because there was little food in the house and no money to 
buy more, in fact there would be no money until the 
following Wednesday. I was adamant that I didn’t want to 
go to a foodbank. However, as I neared work I resolved 
with God that if nothing changed, on Monday I would 
swallow my pride and seek out a foodbank. I arrived home 
late in the afternoon to find bags and bags of groceries at 
our front door, much more than we could ever afford at one 
time. This wasn’t the only time God blessed us like this 
another two occasions bags of groceries were left at our  
 

door and another time $120 of grocery vouchers were left 
in our mailbox. Each time when we were pushed up 
against a wall financially. 
 

My intention when I asked God to pay for my study was 
for my initial teaching qualification. By my third year of 
study I was teaching 25 hours a week at the Montessori 
preschool. But I went onto study for a further 5 years, 
completing my Montessori diploma, Bachelor of Teaching 
and some ECE leadership papers. God provided for them 
all. All up over the eight years I studied I received three 
scholarships, two of the scholarships, I was one of the 
first recipients because they were brand new 
scholarships, along with 3 study grants all up totaling 
about $30,000. One year I had just put course fees on 
the credit card $900 plus the student enrolment fee of 
$25. The next week I received a tax refund of $923.50, 
now I never ever get tax refunds in fact I always have to 
pay more money to the IRD each year. God is so 
amazing.  
 

Eight years had passed since God spoke to me about 
becoming a teacher. I had been promoted to head 
teacher at the preschool, working full-time and loved 
every minute of the job, I had an amazing boss, a great 
teaching team, and I loved the children and the families. 
I had completely forgotten the second part of God’s 
calling. Now we don’t get the newspaper, but the Herald 
had had a special offer where you could receive the 
herald for free for a few months, so I was looking through 
the paper when I saw it. A Christian preschool was to be 
opened in Timaru and they were advertising. I guess you 
want me to apply for this God, I said with a sinking heart. 
I did and you guessed it, got the job, I left the Montessori 
preschool despairing, entering into the unknown and 
uncertainty of a preschool that didn’t even exist yet. I 
joined Bryan Rapsey in the conquest of getting the 
preschool up and running in five weeks time. When I 
arrived the preschool was an empty building, there was 
no computer, no telephone, and a chair had to be found 
for me to sit on. I was totally out of my depth, I had 
never written a policy in my life and here I was faced with 
writing 48 policies and procedures that would have to 
meet the Ministry of Education’s approval, sourcing all the 
equipment and resources that would be needed before 
the preschool would be issued with a licence.  
 

I learnt to rely on God so much during those weeks, I 
kept telling myself God has called me to the job he will 
equip me.  We did it, on the first day the preschool 
opened it started with one child. Now almost five years on 
the preschool is thriving, we are full, and the 
opportunities to pray with and demonstrate God’s love 
are endless. Is it any easier? No teaching has become 
very complex these days, as more and more we come 
alongside and support children and families who are 
experiencing and struggling with tribulations. Just 
because we are a Christian preschool and many of our 
families attend church it does not make any of us 
immune from difficulties. I need to seek God even more 
as each day passes. But I love every minute of the job, I 
have an amazing boss, a great teaching team, and I love 
the children and the families. 
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Gleniti Baptist Junior Youth 

February 8th, 2018 

Hello whom this concerns 

Over this year we will be bringing in some changes with 
junior youth. We would also like to introduce who we are. 

So first who we are; 
- I am Savannah Clifford, I have a calling to work 

with youth.  I am a youth leader for both junior 
and senior youth. I am in the process of starting 
a health and wellbeing course at ARA which I 
hope will equip me to deal with any situations 
that I come across. I look forward to getting to 
know you and your children. 

- Solomon Tor Kilsen is passionate about youth and 
has being working with and running youth groups 
since he was 19. He has been working to get a 
youth centre going in Timaru since 2012. He is a 
youth leader for both junior and senior youth this 
year. 

 

Some of the changes we are bringing in; 
- change of night and time, in doing this we are 

having  three weeks of ‘normal’ youth night 
(Saturday 6:30-8:30pm) before moving to Friday 
nights 5pm to 7pm from 2nd March 2018. 

- With the earlier times we plan on providing a 
meal for the youth at 6:15pm and from term 2 
onwards the senior youth will also be invited to 
share this meal. Gold coins go towards the cost of 
providing this meal. 

- We want to expand the youth both in numbers 
and in age range.  The junior youth is now 
formally years 5-8 instead of years 7-8. We aim 
for youth to be a fun environment that they want 
to invite their friends along.  

- In term 4 we will have an open invitation to go to 
both youth groups so they can integrate into 
senior youth for term 1 2019. 

- We are also going to start gathering more 
information regarding emergency contact details, 
dietary needs, allergies and topics that you 
would/wouldn't like us to discuss at youth. 

- Through this year we would like to improve the 
youth room itself. We want as much youth 
contribution as possible to make the space theirs. 

God Bless,  Savannah Clifford and Solomon TK 
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Quarterly Church Meeting 
Time: 7pm Wednesday 
Venue: Gleniti Baptist Church 
Find out what’s happening at GBC.  

21 
FEB 

Bible Society Coffee & Dessert Evening 
Time: 7pm Friday  
Venue: Gleniti Baptist Church  
Cost: $8 per person 
Ps Mark will speak about his experience as Indonesian missionary 

23 
FEB 

Sunday School Camp 2018 
Time: 2pm Saturday 10 – Sunday 11 February 
Venue: Lindisfarne Camp 
Cost: $20 Adults, $10 Children 
Enjoy some relaxed time together, play games, tell stories, swim 

FEB 
10 

Church at Lindisfarne Camp 
Time: 11am Sunday 
Venue: Lindisfarne  
Church Service at Lindisfarne, carpool from church at 10am.  
Bring a picnic lunch if you can stay and enjoy games and swim. 

11 
FEB 

Song-writing Workshop 
Time: 2 - 4:30pm Saturday 
Venue:  Gleniti Baptist Church 
Calling all wordsmiths, lyricists, poets, composers, melody-writers, ... 
RSVP by Wed 14 Feb, to Miriam: themortonwhanau@gmail.com 
 

17 
FEB 

Athletes in Action – Church Picnic 
Time: Sunday 
Venue:  Gleniti Baptist Church 
Speaker: Keegan Puller 

18 
FEB 

You are welcome to join us for any of the following activities. 
 

STAFF 
 
Pastor 
Mark Pavelka    03 684 8985 

   021 0877 7661 
    glenitipastor@gmail.com 
 
Administrator 
Rosie Cross    03 686 2829 

  gleniti.baptist@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

CHURCH LEADERS 
 
Deacons 
Denyse Taylor  03 686 1632 
Grant Taylor  03 686 1632 
Kerry Turner  027 488 2056 
Neville Cross  027 688 3748 
Maurice Butler  03 615 8731 
 
Elders 
Elaine Caird    03 688 9244 
Peter Coulter    03 686 2686  
John Davey   03 684 6250 
Kathryn Robinson    03 686 3564  

 
MINISTRY CONTACTS 

 
Children’s Church 
Anne Garrett  03 612 6141 
 
Church Library 
Elsie McDonald  03 684 8466 
 
Overseas Missions 
John & Lesley Holden 03 684 3330 
 
Pastoral Care 
Denise Taylor  03 686 1632 
Karen Munnings  03 686 4706 
 
Prayer Chain 
Anne Garrett  03 612 6141 
  garrettaus@gmail.com 
 

Mark Cvitanich  03 686 2238 
  markcvit@yahoo.com 
 
Rest Home Services 
Veronica Tompkins 03 686 0656 
 
Worship Team 
Tony & Miriam Morton 03 689 6042 
 

 

 

HIT-NZ Hosting Israeli Travellers 
Time: 7:30pm Wednesday 
Venue: Gleniti Baptist Church  
God-given responsibilities the Gentiles have towards Israel’s Jews  
 

7 
MAR 

Holy Spirit Workshop 
Time: 9:30am Saturday 
Venue: Gleniti Baptist Church  
Team from Oxford Baptist - Hearing God’s Guiding 
 

3 
MAR 

CSI Mission 
Time: 7pm Friday 
Venue:  Gleniti Baptist Church 
 

16 
MAR 

Messy Church – Easter Special 
Time: 5-7pm Saturday 
Venue: Gleniti Baptist Church  
All age church that involves, creativity, celebration and hospitality 

24 
MAR 

Passover Meal 
Time: 6pm Friday 
Venue: Gleniti Baptist Church 
 

30 
MAR 

WEC Workshop 
Time: 9:30am – 5pm Saturday 
Venue:  Gleniti Baptist Church 
Communication across cultures afternoon session focus Islam. 

17 
MAR 

Prayer Day 
Time: 9am – 12:35pm Saturday 
Venue: Gleniti Baptist Church 
 

14 
APR 


